
The Catholic High School of Baltimore
Summer Reading Assignment

Teacher’s Name:Mr. Derosier

School Year: 2023-2024 Grade Level: 11

Course No.: 148 Course Name: English Language & Composition

Academic Level (Honors/AP/CP1/CP2/CPA):AP

ASSIGNED READING

Read in its entirety:

This I Believe II: More Personal Philosophies of RemarkableMen andWomen, Edited
by Jay Allison and Dan Gediman (2008) ISBN 13: 978-0-8050-9089-5

ASSIGNMENT

Answer each of the following prompts separately. I am not giving you a word count or
page length for each response, but your responses should demonstrate sophistication of
thought and/or a complex understanding of the prompt. This assignment should be
typed and include a properly formattedMLA header in the left corner of the
document.

Per The Catholic High School of Baltimore’s Honor Code, your work must be
your own. Any type of academic dishonesty in completing this assignment will
result in an automatic failing grade and a referral to the administration for
disciplinary action.
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Prompt 1

Tony Hawk, a skateboarder, Yolanda O’Bannon, a secretary, and Dan Tani, an
astronaut, write about doing what they love. What does it take to follow one’s own
path? What sacri�ces are required? What would you be doing, if you could?

Prompt 2

David Buetow believes in his dog. How does looking beyond the human–to animals,
things, and places–in�uence the way we believe or behave?

Prompt 3

If peace begins with one person, as Ivory Harlow believes, how can each of us
contribute? Do any of these essays inspire you to action?

Prompt 4

Robin Baudier and Andy Blowers turned adversity into what Baudier calls “strange
blessings.” Is there anything in your own life that could be called a strange blessing?

Prompt 5

Several of the essays discuss the role music can play in discovering belief, such as Bela
Fleck’s thoughts on �guring out his own way to do things, Yo-YoMa’s observations on
exploring cultures and traditions, and Joan Tower’s view on the power of music. Why
do you think music can be such a powerful tool in determining beliefs?

Prompt 6

Belief in mankind is a common theme among Ernesto Haibi, Roald Ho�mann, and
many more. What are some of the recurring threads in these essays? What are their
di�erences? How do these essays stand in light of Yinong Young-Xu’s “A Potential for
Brutality”? Can these views be reconciled?
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Prompt 7

What were your three favorite “This I Believe” essays? What resonated with you in these
essays?

Prompt 8

What do you believe? Write your own “This I Believe” essay. Before you write your essay,
please read Appendix A (pp. 147-148).

Due Date: This assignment is due on or before the �rst day of class.

ASSESSMENT

There will be a Socratic Seminar on this book during the �rst two weeks of the school
year.

The Socratic Seminar is a formal discussion, based on a text, in which the leader asks
open-ended questions. Within the context of the discussion, students listen closely to
the comments of others, thinking critically for themselves, and articulate their own
thoughts and their responses to the thoughts of others.

You will want to properly prepare for the seminar by taking notes and/or using post-its
to mark important ideas throughout the book. You will not receive points for this, but
annotating the book is essential to prepare for a Socratic seminar.

COMMUNICATION

I check my email regularly. If you need to contact me over the summer, my email
address is sderosier@thecatholichighschool.org
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